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2021 Harvest Festival Attracts Big Crowds
preparations underway for 2022 fair in september

The sun was shining, the crowds were
plentiful, and after a pandemic hiatus
the 2021 Harvest Festival made a
welcome return last September 18!
A crisp early-Fall morning greeted
hundreds of bargain hunters who lined
up in the parking lot well before the
scheduled opening. While the visitors
waited patiently outside, Fr. Joe led the
volunteers in prayer for a successful,
safe, and fun event. And when the
doors opened at 8:30 am, the crowds
poured in—met first by greeters who
welcomed them and asked them to
wear face masks inside, offering masks
to anyone who needed one.
The question of requiring masks
was discussed at Harvest Festival

Volunteers in prayer before doors open.

meetings leading up to the event.
Covid infection rates over the summer
had been low, and some felt that
masks were not necessary. In the end,
however, with large crowds expected
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The King’s Rummage Sale attracted hundreds of bargain hunters.

and much of the event indoors,
organizers decided that it would be
safer for everyone if all the workers
wore masks and visitors were asked to
do same.
So, the crowds came, and found an
efficiently organized Rummage Sale —
spread out among all the classrooms
and the parish hall. The offerings
included books, toys, linens, sporting
goods, crafting supplies, artwork,
home décor and furniture, jewelry,
housewares, and more. But that’s
not all: Out front, the Fall Plants
and Produce stand was doing a brisk
business, while in the library the Silent
Auction of themed baskets and unique

items drew bidders all day and Sunday
morning. The Bake Sale had an
abundance of home-baked treats and
sold out by noon Saturday! Out on
the patio at lunchtime, the Jazz Trio
provided musical entertainment while
the Men’s Club served up burgers,
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Learning and Growing in our Faith
Many of us grew up in a parish that
offered “CCD classes” for children
who attended public school and were
in need of religious education. Here
at Christ the King, the name of this
educational program recently changed
to “Faith Formation” — which more
accurately reflects the process that
we go through as we grow in our
faith, and suggests that this process is
ongoing, throughout our lives.
For students in grades K–8, Faith
Formation classes take place on Sunday
mornings from 9:15am to 10:15am
— deliberately scheduled this way so
that families can attend Mass together
before or after their children’s classes.
During the 2021–22 school year,
Christ the King parish registered 142
children for Faith Formation classes,
which began on October 3 and ended
April 24. The lessons in these classes
typically are formulated to reflect the

Sunday liturgy, and sometimes the
teachers use arts and crafts to better
illustrate the lesson. On January 9,
for example, the Baptism of the Lord,
the 4th grade
created white
doves from
soap. (“… heaven
was opened
and the Holy
Spirit descended
upon him in
bodily form
like a dove.”)
On another
Making bead bracelets.
Sunday, when
the class was learning the Our Father,
the students crafted “Our Father” bead
bracelets, with each bead a different
color to reflect a different line of the
prayer.
Next year’s Faith Formation classes
will begin on October 2. Registration
will open in
September. But
during the summer,
kids can attend
Vacation Bible
School, August
1–5. This week
of fun activities,
snacks, songs, and
learning about
God is geared
The 2022 First Communion class.
for young people
in Kindergarten
through 5th grade.
Middle school and
high school students
can participate as
counselors. Pick up
a registration form
in the narthex or on
the parish website.
When students
reach high
school they begin
Twelve young people celebrated their Confirmation on January 16.
preparation for
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Confirmation, which typically takes
place in the fall of their sophomore
year. This past year 12 students were
confirmed in the faith. The celebration,
scheduled for the Feast of Christ
the King (November 21, 2021), was
postponed due to a Covid exposure,
and ultimately took place at 10:30
Mass on January 16, 2022. In the next
Confirmation class, there are currently
18 students in preparation for the
sacrament, which is again scheduled for
Christ the King Sunday (November 20).
But it’s not just our young people
who seek ways to enrich their faith. In
some ways, we Catholics are constantly
forming, re-forming, and reaffirming
our faith. Every time we recite the
Creed, for example, we reassert what
we believe. And some take an extra
step by joining Bible study groups.
Walking with Purpose, a national
program of parish-based Bible
study, is for women of all ages, faith
backgrounds, and marital status.
(More information on the goals
of the program may be found at
walkingwithpurpose.com.) The Christ
the King WWP program takes place on
Mondays and Wednesdays.
And on Thursday mornings a lively

Thursday morning Adult Bible Study.

Adult Bible Study group meets to
share fellowship and read and discuss
specific books of the Bible.
Both of these study groups are on
hiatus for the summer, but will begin
meeting again in the fall Newcomers
are always welcome!

Harvest Festival A Success!
(continued from page 1)

dogs, and sausage and pepper grinders
for lunch, and kids enjoyed the free
games and crafts.
All agreed that the 2021 Harvest

Children of all ages enjoyed the games.

Festival was a resounding success.
Not only did it bring parishioners of
Christ the King together to work on
this important parish fundraiser, but
it opened our doors to the community,
welcoming visitors from Old Lyme and
beyond. The event netted $31,725.06,
and two
committee
members
donated the
difference to
bring that
total up to an
even $32,000.
A few days
later, it was
announced
Cooking up lunch.
that a
parishioner had anonymously stepped
up to match whatever the festival
brought in, which meant that the
bottom line for the 2021 Harvest
Festival was $64,000! We are truly
blessed at Christ the King Church!
Funds raised by the 2021 Harvest
Festival were not slated for any
specific purpose, but will be used
to defray costs associated with
several recent projects, including the
refurbishing and repairing of the leaks
in the steeple.

Planning for the 2022 Harvest
Festival on September 17 & 18 has
already begun, so keep an eye out for
notices in the bulletin, on the kiosk,
and by email! A kickoff planning
meeting was held on June 23, but there
will be other meetings throughout the
summer. Can’t make the meetings? Tell
us how you’d like to help.
Last year’s Harvest Festival was
a success because of the work of so
many volunteers, and YOUR help is
critical to its success this year. New and
past volunteers are all welcome, and
leaders for various subcommittees are
especially needed, as is help setting up
for the Rummage Sale intake. Please
consider how YOU can help with
this important parish event, whether

Christ the King’s

HARVEST
FESTIVAL
2022

Sat – Sun
September 17–18

Volunteers needed in
all departments!

Fall plants and produce.

now or in September. Reach out to
ctkharvestfestival@gmail.com or call
the parish office: 860-434-1669, or visit
christthekingchurch.net/harvest-festival
for more information.
View more pictures from last year’s
Harvest Festival at our YouTube page!

Help plan now ... or
work at the event in
September!
Sign-up sheets
are available in the
narthex.
Looking for a different
way to help? Visit
christthekingchurch.net/
harvest-festival or email:
CTKHarvestFest@
gmail.com.

The Jazz Trio entertained during lunch.
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The New Parish Pastoral Council’s First Year
The Parish Pastoral Council elections
that were held last July yielded a
new 12-member council that includes
six men and six women of varying
ages and backgrounds. Newly elected
members Kathy
Burton, Ellen Cole,
Larry Ghirardi,
Bob Grissom,
David Wohlmuth,
and Erica Zapatka
joined existing
members Bill Clinton, Lauren
Girasoli, Dorothy Paine, Ron Paine,
Mike Rafferty, and Sharon Torrenti
on the council. Fr. Joe, the Director
of Music Ministries (Bill Thomas),
and the Director of Faith Formation
(Louise Young), along with the Finance
Council and the parish trustees,
continue on in ex officio roles.
After an orientation session/retreat
in September, the new council held
its first meeting at which members

chose officers. Ron Paine was elected
chair and Kathy Burton as vice
chair; Lauren Girasoli continues on
as secretary, sharing that role with
David Wohlmuth. And newly elected
member Erica
Zapatka serves
on the executive
committee.
Members also
determined
when subsequent
meetings would be held (monthly,
alternating between Monday and
Wednesday to accommodate members’
schedules). Meetings are typically open
to the parish at large; those wishing
to attend should notify the chair in
advance so that adequate meeting space
and seating may be arranged. (See box
at right for information on contacting
the pastoral council.)
As described in the Spring 2021
Parish Life! newsletter, the new Parish

Pastoral Council has reestablished
a system of committees that will
help to organize and oversee the many
ministries and groups of Christ the
King parish. Parish Council members
serve on these committees, which act
as liaisons between the ministries
and the council, and help facilitate
communications about events and
activities.
Some of the topics that the pastoral
council has discussed this year include
improving communications to the
parish and beyond; streamlining
the parish database and registration
process; expanding our involvement
with the various soup kitchens;
facilitating events like the Harvest
Festival and supporting new events
such as the Advent Mission; the
Norwich diocese’s bankruptcy and its
effects on our parish; and more.
One of the new council’s first
projects was the Parish Ministry

Meet the Parish Pastoral Council!
As of the elections in July 2021, these twelve parishioners are serving on Christ the King’s Parish Pastoral Council.

4
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Fair, which took place last November.
the parish but wish to, you may do
November, you don’t have to wait for
The main goal of this fair was to
so by stopping at the office anytime
another one to get involved — you can
inform parishioners of the many ways
Monday–Friday, 8:30am–3:30pm. We
volunteer with parish ministries at any
that they can be involved in the life of
time. Visit the Pastoral Council page at are working on adding the registration
the parish, and encourage engagement
the parish website (christthekingchurch. form to the parish website and hope to
in parish ministries. Council members net/parish-council) to email the council have that online soon.
compiled a list of parish ministries that for more information.
This coming August, the Parish
are currently active, then asked the
Pastoral Council will host “Parish
Another project that the pastoral
leaders of those
council is overseeing Appreciation Days” to thank all the
groups to prepare
parishioners who give of their time,
is an update of the
an informational
talent, and treasure to make Christ the
parish database
poster and
King parish the vibrant community
along with a
materials for the
that it is. On Saturday, August 20,
streamlining of the
Ministry Fair and
after the 5pm Mass, and again on
parish registration
have members on
process.
Sunday, August 21 after the 10:30am
hand to talk about
Mass, please stop by the parish hall for
You may already
the group’s goals
refreshments and a brief recognition of
have received an
and activities.
our fellow parishioners.
email (or a mailed
(Ministries
This is an event for everyone in
letter)
from
the
Parishioners visit the Ministry Fair.
that are inactive
the parish — so please plan to attend,
parish office asking
because of Covid or other reasons were you to examine your record and correct whether you are being recognized for
also included, with the hope that they
your service or just want to show your
any mistakes. Please take a moment to
will become revitalized.)
appreciation to others. We hope to see
do this and help us update our files!
Over the weekend of November 6
you there!
If you have not registered with
& 7, parishioners were invited to visit
the Ministry Fair, which was held
in the parish hall after each Mass.
Approximately 50 people visited each
session, enjoying light refreshments
while learning about parish activities
and signing up to join in. The
Saturday August 20, after the 5:00 Mass &
next step was reaching out to those
Sunday August 21, after the 10:30 Mass
parishioners and connecting them with
the ministry leaders in order to get
Join us for refreshments and recognition
involved. (This process is ongoing.)
as we celebrate YOU, our parishioners!
If you missed the ministry fair last

Parish Appreciation Days!

This issue of Parish Life!
was mailed to all registered
parishioners. If you did not
receive this in the mail, we
may not have your current
address on file. Please
contact the parish office at
CTKoldlyme@aol.com or
860-434-1669 to correct it.

Thank you!!
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Narthex Kiosk Welcomes, Informs
Have you noticed the large TV screen that has been
installed in the church narthex? On a typical morning,
the screen displays a slide show that welcomes visitors to
Christ the King, and also contains
informational slides about faith
formation classes, special events, holy
days, and more, plus photos of the
church and parish events.
The idea for this information kiosk
originated with parishioner Kevin
Hogan while he was chair of the
Parish Pastoral Council. Kevin, a
broadcaster at WFSB–Channel 3, says
that the station has several installed
in its studios, and he thought it
could be useful here at Christ the
King. “Our parish has many outreach
programs and ministries,” he said. “What better way to
communicate to the parish all that we do and promote
events, ministries, contact information, etc., than with

a large-screen kiosk?” He thought of it as sort of an
electronic bulletin — an extension of our printed bulletin,
website, and social media postings.
Through his connections at
Channel 3 Kevin was able to get the
equipment donated, so there was
no cost to the parish. “The hardest
thing to do during the pandemic was
to get a licensed electrician to wire
a dedicated power supply to the spot
where the kiosk sits.” That finally
happened, and the kiosk went live
last summer. Since then, the kiosk
has been active every day, displaying
a slideshow that changes weekly (and
occasionally more often).
Parish groups and ministries that
would like to be included on the kiosk are encouraged
to send information about their activities and events to
christthekingchurcholdlyme@gmail.com.

Family from Afghanistan finds home in Old Lyme
The Old Lyme Refugee Resettlement
Committee — a group of volunteers
from Christ the King, St. Ann’s, and
the First Congregational Church
— works to help families who are

fleeing dangerous conditions in their
home lands by finding them housing,
jobs, schools, and support services
in Connecticut. The committee acts
in partnership with New Haven–
based IRIS: Integrated Refugee
and Immigrant Services, who are
instrumental in bringing these
families to Connecticut.
Since 2016 Old Lyme has
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welcomed the Kazadi family from the
Democratic Republic of Congo, the
Colon family from Puerto Rico, and
the Hamou family from Syria. Last
October, the Popal family arrived in
Connecticut after fleeing Afghanistan
following that country’s fall to the
Taliban. Hayatulla Popal (the father)
provided support to our armed forces
during the war in Afghanistan, and
remaining in that country put the
entire family at risk.
Since coming to Old Lyme, the
family of seven (parents and five
children) has been adjusting to
Connecticut’s climate (they had never
seen snow before!) and learning the
ways of a new country. The schoolage children are enrolled in Old Lyme
schools, learning English, and playing
sports. The parents are also learning
English and the father has recently
taken a job at BigY and gotten his
Connecticut driver license.

At Christmas time, the Popal
family was one of the beneficiaries
of our parish Giving Tree project.
Parishioners donated clothes, hats
and gloves, soccer balls, toys, puzzles,

and more, which were delivered to
the family in December. The family
is Muslim, and does not celebrate
Christmas as we do — but they
certainly understood the gesture and
appreciated the gifts.
On June 12 after the 10:30am Mass,
Christ the King officially welcomed
the Popal family with a reception in
the parish hall.

Men’s Club Continues Active Ministries
The Men’s Club of Christ the King is
a group of men from the parish who
seek to strengthen the spirituality and
fellowship of our members through
good works and support of people in
need.
Over the past year — despite the
challenges of the pandemic — the
Men’s Club of Christ the King Parish
has carried on with its schedule of
meetings, ministries, and activities.
“The club is very active and supports
numerous church social functions,”
says club president Bob Brinkerhoff.
“We also help maintain the building
and grounds, and we raise money and
donate it to numerous local charities.”
This past year the Men’s Club
collected food and cash for local food
pantries, and provided support to
Father Joe’s fund for local families
in need, FOCUS Ministries at the
University of Connecticut, the Holy
Family Retreat, Old Lyme Relocation
Services, and BirthRight of Westbrook. Most recently, as part of the
club’s interest in supporting parish
communications, the Men’s Club has
offered to pay for the printing and
mailing of this Parish Life! newsletter.
They hope to organize another food
drive in the future.

Last fall the Men’s Club gathered
for “maintenance parties” and installed LED lighting in the parking
lot, removed trees that were encroaching on the church and parking spaces,
and trimmed the bushes around the
building. There was also a “painting
party” where members refinished
doors and trim work in the hallway.
Upcoming projects include more interior painting and landscaping work;
they hope to install foundation planting around the rectory and clean up
all shrubbery around the church.
In August 2021 the Men’s Club
brought back its annual steak dinner
and in September they provided lunch
at the Harvest Festival (both events
returning after a pandemic-induced
hiatus). And in March of this year,
the Men’s Club sponsored the annual parish St. Patrick’s Day Dinner,
pre-empted in 2021. This year’s Steak
Night is scheduled for August 13.
For its monthly meetings, the Men’s
Club often invites speakers and opens
the meeting to the parish at large.
The October meeting featured as
speaker Chris George, the executive
director of IRIS — Integrated Refugee
& Immigration Services, a nonprofit
organization whose mission is to “help

refugees and other displaced people
establish new lives, strengthen hope,
and contribute to the vitality of Connecticut’s communities. IRIS helps
newcomers on the road to self-sufficiency by providing lifesaving support
during their transition to life in the
United States. IRIS offers housing,
employment, health, legal, education, and case management services
to refugees and immigrants.” With
immigration such a timely issue —
and in light of the fact that Old Lyme
has recently welcomed a new refugee
family from Afghanistan (see opposite
page) — this meeting was particularly
well attended, with about 50 people
present. Watch the bulletin, narthex
kiosk, and the website for information
on future meetings!
The Men’s Club meets on the first
Thursday of every month at 6pm in
the parish hall. New members are
always welcome. Club president Bob
Brinkerhoff says, “Our meetings are
casual but organized. We pray together, we work together, we enjoy one
another. It is a very rewarding way to
give back to the church and community.” For more information contact
Bob at 860-748-9378 or rnbrink@
comcast.net.

Christ the King Men’s Club
Saturday,
August 13
6:00 pm
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Steak Night

Tickets
go on sale
July 23!
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e
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h
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h
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Important Dates:
August 1–5		
August 13		
August 20-21
August 31
September 17–18
October 2		

Vacation Bible Camp
Men’s Club Steak Night
Parish Appreciation Days
Intake begins for Rummage Sale
Harvest Festival
Faith Formation classes begin

Follow us on Facebook!
Subscribe to our YouTube channel!
The printing and mailing of this issue of Parish Life! was funded by the Men’s Club of Christ the King Parish.
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