The Fourth Sunday

of Advent
December 22, 2019

SACRAMENTAIL LIFE

Sacrament of the Eucharist:
Weekdays: Mon-Fri:7:30am
Weekend: Sat. Vigil:4:00pm

CHRIST THE KING PARISH

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

THE NATIVITY
T

Sunday: 8:00am & 10:30am | § :

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
(Confession):

Saturday: 3:00pm - 3:30pm

and anytime by appointment.

Anointing of the Sick and
Ministry to the Sick:
Please call the rectory
anytime a person is sick and
would like to be anointed or
visited.

Sacrament of Baptism:
Please call our parish office
to arrange pre-Baptismal
instruction and the time of
the ceremony.

Sacrament of Holy Orders:

Contact Fr. Joe Ashe or
Fr. Walter Nagle, 860 434
1660, if you want fo learn
more about becoming a
priest or a deacon, or
contact Fr. Greg Galvin at
the Vocations Office:

860 887 9294.

Sacrament of Matrimony:
Preparation for marriage
must begin at least six
months before actual
ceremony. Please call our
parish office.

Sacrament of Confirmation:

Confirmation preparation
begins in the 9th grade and
the sacrament is received in
the 10th grade. Adults can
join the RCIA program;
contact the parish office.

Holy Days of Obligation:
7:30am& 6:30pm
(No evening Mass the day
before the Holy Day.)
The Rosary is prayed
Tuesdays at 4:30pm in the
parish library. Open to all!

Sexual Misconduct Services:
800-624-7407

www.christthekingchurch.net  ctkoldlyme@aol.com
Office: 860-434-1669 fax: 860-434-7140 (open M-F 8:30am-3:30pm)

Fr. Joseph Ashe, Pastor; Fr. Walter Nagle, Parochial Vicar #860-434-1660 (rectory)

STAFF: Mrs. Louise Young, Pastoral Associate & Director of Religious Education 860-434-9873;
Mr. William J. Thomas, Director of Music; / Mr. Emil (Sonny) Schrafft, Maintenance;

Ms. Sulma Garcia, Rectory Housekeeper & Church Cleaning;/ Mrs. Margaret Kuhn, Secretary
PARISH COUNCIL: Kevin Hogan-chair, John Torrenti, Lauren Ghirasoli, Ron Paine, Will
Clinton, Dorothy Paine, Director of Music, Pastoral Associate, DRE (designee), Parish Trustees
FINANCE COUNCIL: John Smith-chair, Meg Kolb, Al Page, Jean Wilczynski, Bob Whitcomb
PARISH TRUSTEES: Richard Torrenti and Marylin Clarke




MASS Schedule this Week
Saturday Dec. 21 St. Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor of the
Church
Mary Ellen Vecchiolla Schiavane r/b John Vecchiolla
Elizabeth K. Planeta r/b her family
Jerry Kusinski r/b Bill and Marilyn Christopher
SUNDAY Dec. 22 THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

4:00pm

8:00am Patricia Roser r/b John & Mary Ann Horn
10:30am  Healing for Carl Wohlmuth r/b Karen and Joseph
Bigger Arthur Riccio 1/b the Kuhn Family

Delores Gerety 1/b the McAdams Family
Mon. Dec.23 St. John of Kanty, Priest
7:30am
Tues.
4:00pm

Dec. 24 CHRISTMAS EVE
The Parishioners of Christ the King

Wed. Dec. 25 THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD, CHRISTMAS

12:00am  The Parishioners of Christ the King

9:00am  The Parishioners of Christ the King

Thurs. Dec. 26 St. Stephen, The First Martyr

7:30am  Healing for Luke Conley r/b the McAdams’ Family

Fri. Dec. 27 St. John, Apostle & Evangelist

7:30am  Agnieszka Wnek r/b the McAdam’s Family

Saturday Dec. 28 The Holy Innocents, Martyrs

4:00pm  David O’Connor 1
John B. O’Connor I
Joseph E. O’Connor all r/b Agnes O’'Connor | ',

8:00am  Pat Roser /b Family |
10:30am  Alan Graber r/b Pat O’Brien Graber /
Kay and Jack O’Brien 1/b Pat O’Brien Graber ."I

The SANCTUARY lamp in DECEMBER ;
will be lit for Santina, Nicholas and Joseph Miano.

WHY DO WE DO THAT?

Q: Ican’texplain it. I feel a nudge from God to something
out of the ordinary. How do I respond?

A: You’re in good company! Abraham was asked to leave all
he knew and loved for a strange land, with only abstract divine
assurance that such a sacrifice would be worth it. Plenty of
prophets protested against God’s call, whether it was claiming
they were too young (Jeremiah) or running away entirely, only
to end up in a whale’s belly (Jonah). St. Joseph was asked to do
something very strange. He was asked to believe - on the word
of an angelic appearance in a dream - that his betrothed was
pregnant not from another man, but by a miraculous intervention
of God. Then he was called to marry her.

Author Flannery O’Connor once wrote, “You shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you odd.” Sometimes God’s invi-
tation might seem strange or challenging. It might require sacri-
fices we never expected to make. Our life might look different
than we had always imagined. But as we all know, life throws
its own curveballs, regardless of whether or not we’re listening
for God’s will. Better, one would think, to be open to the

Filomena Guardiano r/b Pat Graber and Chrisann Finnegan

GOSPEL MEDITATION
(Matthew 1:18-24)

Each Advent season, we prepare to
welcome Jesus into the inns and stables of
our hearts. But Jesus’ coming wasn’t
welcomed by everyone with choirs of
& angels. For St. Joseph, the first coming of
88 Jesus was a bit more complicated. “When

= his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph,
but before they lived together, she was found with child
through the Holy Spirit.” For Joseph, opening his heart (and
home) to Jesus meant, at best, appearing to all the world
like a man who had impregnated his wife out of wedlock.
At worst, he appeared a cuckold, raising the child of
another man. God doesn’t always appear the way we
expect.

Sunday

For some of us, the birth of Christ is a bit relationally
complicated. Perhaps over the past few months, a loved one
has died. This Christmas, you’re taking it upon yourself to
keep up the traditions and hold the family together.
Welcoming Jesus means welcoming grief. Perhaps it’s a
difficult relative (or two or three) and it’s all you can do to
bite your tongue and swallow your pride while they’re
under your roof. Welcoming Jesus means welcoming strife,
discord, and tension.

Yet “do not be afraid,” the angel says. Do not be afraid.
Why? Because we celebrate the birth of “Emmanuel, which
means ‘God is with us.”” Before Jesus’ earthly ministry
would begin, Jesus would lose his father, Joseph. God is
with us in our grief. Wherever Jesus went, he stirred up
controversy and faced down challenging personalities. God
is with us in our stress. The trick is, like Joseph, to allow
supernatural grace to prevail. Joseph was a good man, filled
with natural virtue in that he didn’t want to “expose [Mary]
to shame.” Yet he was prepared to “divorce her quietly” all
the same. Our natural abilities only take us so far. Where is
receiving Jesus complicated this Christmas season? Are you
relying on your own strength to get you through, or are you
truly ready to accept the grace of Emmanuel, God with us?
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promptings of God and to follow along the
strange trails that they lead. We have the assur- releva&)
ance that, eventually, we will find green pastures. mggo -~

Readings for the week of December 22,2019
Sunday: Is 7:10-14/ Ps 24:1-6/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24
Monday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5, 8-10, 14/Lk 1:57-66
Tuesday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16/Ps 89:2-5, 27,29 /Lk 1:67-79
Wednesday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 /Acts 13:16
-17,22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25

Midnight: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-3, 11-13 /Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14

Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20

Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1-6 /Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14
Thursday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3-4, 6, 8,16,17/Mt 10:17-22
Friday: 1Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 /Jn 20:1, 2-8
Saturday: 1 Jn 1:5 - 2:2/Ps 124:2-5, 7-8 /Mt 2:13-18
Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/ Ps 128:1-5 /Col 3:12- Ifl
21 or 3:12-17/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23
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Christmas MHass Schedule

e December 24, Christmas Eoe:
3:45pm - Christmas Music with CTRKR Douth
Choir and soloists, and a poung guest pianist
4:00pm - PVigil MASS with children’s Christmas
Pageant and Pouth Choir

o December 25, Midnight Mass:

11:30pm - Christmas Husic with CTRK Choir

and Orchestral Instruments
12:00am - Christmas MASS

e PDecember 25, Christmas Morning
9:00am - Christmas MNASS

BLESSINGS of ADVENT

At Christ the King Parish

e Get a copy of the “Little Blue Book” - Advent reflections
for everyday of the season.

e Have the Best Advent Ever! Sign-up for daily Advent
inspiration at DynamicCatholic.com/bestadventever

e Light an Advent Wreath to mark each week of the season
and use an Advent calendar in your own home.

e Participate in our Advent Giving Tree and give to a
person in need.

e Let Jesus give you and your family the gift of the healing
this Advent in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

'ri-.

PEAGE

Have you been thinking about praying the Rosary
with a committed group praying for peace and
other's needs?
Give us a try... we are a small group who
meets regularly (Tuesday @ 4:30pm).
We welcome more devotion to Our Lady as
she urges us to "Pray the Rosary".

Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday 9:30-11:30am

“Walking With Purpose”, a 22 week Bible Study with
refreshments & childcare. Grow in faith through fellowship
with other women & learn how scripture applies to your
everyday life. Contact Suzanne 860-759-6769,
SuzanneW WP@gmail.com, or Renee 949-337-3426,
ReneePray@hotmail.com

A new group, a Small Christian Community has
just begun meeting at 7pm, Wednesday evenings,
at Christ the King Church.

Open to any adults interested in discussing the past
Sunday’s scriptures and what effect these readings have
on their lives. Any questions please call Peter Kulas at
203-490-7766. Hope to see you there!

Christ the King Prayer Line

The Prayer Line is a group, currently of 18 people,
who unite to pray for received petitions. As the
request moves down the phone chain, those two &
individuals often pray together, then each person keeps petitions
in their daily prayers. You may request prayer confidentially. To
request prayers for any intention, for help, or in thanksgiving,
please call Michele Dickey at 860-434-8529. (We are also
seeking new members to add to our chain. The time required is
small; sometimes we get three requests in a week, but other times
fewer. We are a people of faith. Prayer makes a difference. Please
consider adding your name to our chain.) Thank you.

The Thursday Bible Study , 9:00 - 10:30am

The regular meeting place will be in the large

classroom. Deuteronomy is the subject of this
year’s study. Come join us - we can loan you "
a Bible if you do not have one. All are welcome!

(b B ubrie Marie Konow, daughter of

@.A

Mﬁ Chris and Ashlee
was baptized here on
December 8, 2019.

We joyfully welcome her to the family of God at - -

'Christ the King Parish. Alleluia!

OUR PARISH SUPPORT: =
- December 15 2019~ $ 8,330M5 = :
G Christmas Flowers $71,009.00. )4’

K
Thank You for your generosity! :
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| drop it at the office, or mail to: | McCurdy Road, Old Lyme, CT 06371
I Name

I Address
I Phone
| E-mail address
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Do you want to register with the parish? Welcome!
Have you changed your address, are you moving out of or into the
parish, or would like to receive envelopes? Please call the office, 860-
434-1669. Or, you can fill out the following and return via the basket,

New registration Envelopes

Change of address



Diocese of Norwich

Office of the Bishop Sz
201 Broadway Pl bbb o
Norwich, Connecticut 06360 L Tpelidwbdedas

(860) 887-9294

MOST REVEREND
MICHAEL R. COTE, D.D.

Christmas Message 2019

""Let us go, then, to Bethlehem to see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us."
(Luke 2:15b)

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Each year as we commemorate the birth of the Lord Jesus at Christmas, it is important for us to encounter
the mystery and importance of the Lord’s Incarnation with renewed wonder, gratitude and love. In calling to mind
that first Christmas, so lovingly evoked by the manger scenes set up in our parishes and homes, it can be easy to
overlook the presence of the humble shepherds of Bethlehem. It was these shepherds who were the first both to
hear and respond to the Good News of the birth of the Savior, proclaimed to them by the Angels in their joyful
hymn of praise: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests." (Luke 2:14)
As the angels returned to Heaven and the unadorned reality of that first Christmas began to dawn upon them with
the first light of morning, they left their flocks and set out in haste to encounter the infant Lord Jesus in the quiet
stillness of the manger.

The scene depicted by St. Luke is a stark one: there with the Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph, we find the
Only Begotten Son of the Eternal Father, the Word made flesh, lying in a feeding trough; the King of the
Universe, the Savior, announced by the angels as both Messiah and Lord, surrounded only by humble shepherds
and farm animals. The poignant humility of Jesus' birth stands in contrast to the transformative power of the
Incarnation. There, in the stable of Bethlehem we encounter a child who would embody the complete, all-
encompassing and limitless nature of God's love. In the infant Jesus, God reaches down into the messiness of our
human existence, embraces our poverty and shares in our suffering, even to the point of sacrificing his very life on
the cross to save us from our sins. It is in this supreme sacrifice, foreshadowed even at his birth, that we find the
ultimate expression of God's love for all humanity.

It is important for us also to make this mystical journey to the manger each year, following the example of
the shepherds, in order to remind ourselves about the true meaning and powerful reality of Christmas. All too
often, despite our best intentions during Advent, we get so caught up in the commercialization of the season that
we fail to express our gratitude for the God who, in the humble stillness of that night long ago, emptied himself
completely into the world to become Emmanuel, God with us. By his birth, life, death and resurrection, Jesus has
won a share in the very life of God for those who believe. This, dear brothers and sisters, is the true and ultimate
gift that we receive at Christmas! The only gift the Lord asks in return is that we share God's complete, total, life-
giving love with others, especially the poor, the marginalized, the outcast and forgotten.

As we again recall the great mystery of God’s love this Christmas, may we, like
the shepherds of old, approach the manger and adore our infant King with hearts full of
e gratitude. Then, let us allow his transformative love we have encountered to work

IS KING OF
oy s

through us as his disciples to bring hope, peace and joy to our world today.

May you, your families and loved ones have a truly merry Christmas and a New
Year filled with God’s blessings!

Sincerely yours in Christ,
e Ve ot K G
Bishop of Norwich




BROTHERS, INC.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
OVER 40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

860-434-1330

NEW INSTALLATIONS OR REPAIRS

Ej

Boilers, Water Heaters,
Well Pumps, Well Tanks,
Water Filtration, Faucets,
Leaking Pipes, Gas Piping

860 - 434 - 2200
www.RogerCramptonLLC.com
Fully Insured ~ CT lic# P1-204812

Brodeur & Company,
CPAs, PC

Providing quality service
for over 40 years

P.O. Box 164, Old Saybrook, CT
860-388-4627
www.brodeurcpa.com

Tax e Estate ® Trust Planning
First Hour of Consultation Free

COLDWELL
BANKER O
EESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
LAURIE WALKER

Realtor for over 25 years

(860) 227-5571 Cell
laurie.walker@cbmoves.com

John Sicuranza
Owner/ Electrician

ol

e

Sicuranzaf
Electric LLC

SOUTH LYME, CT 06376
Cell - 860-705-6853
Office - 860-434-4343

Email - seco4343@aol.com
Web Site - www.Sicuranza-Electric.com
CT LIC. # 123441

_THIS SPACE IS

AVAILABLE

McGarry Prince
& McGarry PC

ThomasF. Mlc_Garr, Counsellor At Law

WiLts, Estates & TrusTs
860-443-1818 | tfmcal@aol.com

Pasta Vita

“THE PLACE TO GO
FOR GOURMET TO GO”
Run By Two Good Catholic Boys

Open Mon-Fri 8-6 Saturday 8-5:30
Sunday 9am - 3pm
225 Elm Street, Old Saybrook

860-395-1452 « www.PastaVita.com

Exencial

Jean Wilczynski, CFP®  jwilczynski@ExencialWealth.com
860.434.5999 - 888.434.5999
www.ExencialWealth.com

Providing Principled,
Personalized Planning &
Disciplined Investment
Management

Investment Advisory Services offered through Exencial Wealth
Advisors, a SEC-Registered Investment Advisor.

ADVERTISE YOUR

BUSINESS HERE

Contact Lisa Elliott to place an ad today!
lelliott@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6284

Martha Q.

REALTOR

COLOWELL
BANKER 01

_ Martha.Quaratella@CBmoves.com
# ) Call/Text 860-227-7611

A\ www.marthaquaratella.com
, )

catholicmatch
Connecticut
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Neilan Funeral Homes

12 Ocean Avenue
New London,CT 06320

48 Grand Street
Niantic, CT 06357

860.443.1871
www.neilanfunralhome.com

Shane F. 0'Brien
First Vice President
Wealth Management
Financial Advisor

NMLS # 1339285

June D. Strunk, CFP®
Executive Vice President

| Financial Advisor

NMLS #1339285

Trusted Advisors for Generations

860-245-2090 - www.mysticharborgroup.com

Quality « Integrity
Experience

Building & Remodeling
Since 1986

44 Pond Road
Old Saybrook
Phone: (860) 388-9226

THE COLLECTORS
COIN SHOPPE

All Types of U.S. & Foreign Coins
Paper Money & Supplies

BOUGHT - SOLD
TRADED - APPRAISED

No Collection Too Large or Too Small
Private Mint Issues - Sterling Silver
0ld Gold & Silver Jewelry « Watches
- Diamonds - All Other Collectibles
Smaller than a Bread Box

390 Main St., Niantic
739-3995

SPREAD THE WORD

A Thriving, Vibrant
Community Matters

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

PENNYWISE

DPremium Home Heating Oil & Service

24 Hour Service
Price Protection/Budget Plans
Air Conditioning & Ductwork
Automatic Delivery
Service Contracts
Gas Conversions ® Tank Removal
860-399-8244 * 860-669-8234

35 Westbrook Industrial Park Road
Westbrook, CT

g — = i | CT Lic.#308743 HOD 416 np

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

Christ the King, Old Lyme, CT

03-0387




Wayne E Devoe, CFP®
Wealth Management Advisor

27 Coogan Blvd, Suite 22B
Mystic, CT 06355

860-405-2013

—_—
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~~=S:D. HALLAHAN
——HOUSEWRIGHT INC.

RESTORATIONS | ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK

BUILDING & DESIGN
1250 BosTON PosT RD, OLD SAYBROOK, CT 06475

%. 860-388-1564 | www.SDHHousewright.com
I" (l E..I.II

B rerodeling SHORELINE
New Construction

s MEMORIALS
Repairs Monuments ¢ M_arl_(ers
Cemetery Inscriptions

Ralph H. Skaar Monument Cleaning

434-3081 860-434-8503

References  Insured www.shorelinememorials.com
. CT Reg #520090 The Fulton Family, Owners

PROTECTING SENIORS NATIONWIDE
MEDICAL ALERT SYSTEM

S 20, 95/MO

BILLED QUARTERLY

CALL NOW! 1.877.801.7772
WWW.24-7TMEDALARM.COM

FLOOR
EHOME®

CLUFF # CARPET ONE

The ONE store for your perfect floor.®
118 Cross Road, Waterford, CT 06385
Tel: 860-447-0383
CT State Lic. #545566
Cluffs.carpet@snet.net - www.CarpetOne.com

Helping Families Plan for Generations

FULTON-THEROUX
FUNERAL SERVICE

Beckwith Lane, Old Lyme

860-434-1658

JOSEPH N. FULTON « NICHOLAS J. FULTON « JONATHAN M. WHITE

THE :
g * HIDEAWAY
@~ RESTAURANT &PUB ¥

“Good Food, Good Times, Good Company”
Lunch & Dinner, 7 Days / 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday Breakfast / 10-3
Your Hosts, The Caramantes
In the Courtyard | Old Lyme Shopping Center, Old Lyme
(860) 434-1455 | (860) 434-3335

We Now Do Alignments
860.739.5627

127 Boston Post Road « East Lyme CT
Mon. - Fri. 8am - 5pm
Sat. 8am - 1pm | Sun. Closed

~ Serving Our Community
For 25 Years

% thetirestorellc.com

Deli & Café | Ready Made Meals
Country Market | Weddings & Special|
Celebrations | Corporate Functions

P il Hampers & Gifts

B8 860.434.1877
169 Boston Post Rd, Old Lyme
coffeescountrymarket.com

®

WE’'RE HIRING
AD SALES EXECUTIVES

* Full Time Position |
with Benefits

* Sales Experience
Preferred

* Paid Training

+ Overnight Travel
Required

* Expense
Reimbursement

CONTACT US AT
careers@4LPi.com » www.4LPi.com/careers

PROTECTING SENIORS NATIONWIDE
MEDICAL ALERT SYSTEM

$ 29_ 95/MO "

BILLED QUARTERLY &L
"F'FEH

CALL NOW! 1.877.801.7772
WWWw.24-TMEDALARM.COM

HELP PROTECT
YOUR FAMILY & HOME
CALL NOW! 1-888-862-5429

CEJmL)
HOME SECURITY TEAM

Famiglietti Eye Associates
(860) 739-48I

339 Flanders Road, Suite #109 « East Lyme, CT

Peter J. Famiglietti, M.D.

0

" u m & Sor Lo,

FUEL OILS, PLUMBING & HEATING
Serving the Lower River Valley Since 1924

P203832 860-873-84854 5303213

www.mausandson.com
CT Heating Oil Dealer #252

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

NEVER MISS A BULLETIN !

Sign up to have our weekly parish bulletin
emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com

03-0387

Christ the King, Old Lyme, CT



